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SUB J : NEPAL IMPLEMENTS NEW CITIZENSHIP REGULATIONS 

1 . HMG IANUARY 31 ANNOUNCED THAT IT HAS GRANTED CITIZENSHIP 
CERTIFICATES TO 1 13 FOREIGNERS RESIDING IN NEPAL. UNDER 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS PROMULGATED 
IN DECEMBER, NEPALI CITIZENSHIP CAN BE BESTOWED ON FOREIGNERS 
PROVIDING THEY HAVE RESIDED WITHIN NEPAL FOR AT LEAST 15 
YEARS AND CAN READ AND WRITE NEPALI. OF THE 1 13 PERSONS 
GIVEN CITIZENSHIP, 109 ARE OF INDIAN ORIGIN. 

2. COMMENT: HOME MINISTRY OFFICIALS IN RECENT WEEKS HAVE 
UNDERTAKEN FAIRLY EXTENSIVE SURVEYS, NOT ONLY IN KATHMANDU 
BUT ALSO IN THE BORDER REGIONS OF THE TERAI, IN AN EFFORT 

TO DETERMINE THE CITIZENSHIP OF SETTLERS LIVING THERE. THE 
NEW REGULATIONS WERE RAISED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA DURING 
THE VISIT OF FOREIGN MINISTER CHAV AN. ON THE ONE HAND INDIA 
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE NEW LAWS WOULD ALLOW INDIAN 
BUSINESSMEN LIVING IN NEPAL TO APPLY FOR CITIZENSHIP IN AN 
EFFORT TO CIRCUMVENT INDIAN TAX REGULATIONS. THEY WERE ALSO 
CONCERNED THAT THE LATEST HMG MOVE WAS BUT THE FIRST STEP 
TOWARD CONTROLLINGTHE INFLUX OF INDIAN SETTLERS INTO THE 
TERAI. IN ANNOUNCING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
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HMG WILL ADOPT A LIBERAL ATTITUDED TOWARD APPLICATIONS WHICH 
SHOULD "CAUSE NO APPREHENSION FROM ANY QUARTER." IN POINT OF 
FACT THE LAW HAS BEEN MADE MORE RESTRICTIVE AND NOW REQUIRES 
15 YEARS' RESIDENCY, AS OPPOSED TO 12 IN THE PAST. WHITE 
IT MAY ASSIST LOCAL OFFICIALS TO DETERMINE THE NATIONALITY 
OF SETTLERS AND SQUATTERS IN THE BORDER REGIONS AND DETER 
SOME INDIANS FROM OWNING LAND IN THE AREA, IT WILL IN NO WAY 
AFFECT CONTINUED MIGRATION MADE POSSIBLE BY THE OPEN BORDER 
POLICY OF INDIA AND NEPAL. CITIZENSHIP AND FREEDOM 
OF MOVEMENT REMAINS AN IMPORTANT QUESTION FOR INDIA, WHICH 
ARGUES RIGHTFULLY THAT THERE ARE FAR MORE NEPALIS LIVING IN 
INDIA THAN INDIANS IN NEPAL. THE IMPLICATION OF THAT 
ARGUMENT IS THAT IF NEPAL DECIDES TO TAKE MEASURES TO HALT 
INWARD MIGRATION, INDIA COULD EASILY RETALIATE BY 
RESTRICTING MOVEMENT TO INDIA, AN IMPORTANT SAFETY VALVE 
FOR NEPAL’S GROWING POPULATION. CARGO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS, CITIZENSHIP LAW, CITIZENSHIP ACQUISITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976KATHMA00522 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760040-0197 
From: KATHMANDU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760288/aaaaczsh.tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 JUN 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <30 JUN 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEPAL IMPLEMENTS NEW CITIZENSHIP REGULATIONS 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, IN, NP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



